MANIFESTO   ON   BEHALF   OF   TOLERATION

thinking humanists throughout Europe outraged; many
of the Protestant clergy likewise expressed disapproval.
Barely an hour's walk from the gates of Geneva, and
protected from Calvin's minions by Bernese overlord-
ship, the Vaud clergy declared in the pulpit that Calvin's
treatment of Servetus had been irreligious and illegal. In
Geneva itself, Calvin had to call in the aid of the police
to repress criticism. A woman who publicly declared
Servetus to be a martyr for the sake of Jesus Christ, was
imprisoned; and so was a book printer for maintaining
that the town authorities had condemned Servetus at the
will and pleasure of one man. Some noted scholars of
foreign nationality pointedly shook the dust from their
feet as they hastened to quit a city where they no longer
felt safe since a despotism had been established which
was a menace to freedom of thought. Soon Calvin was
forced to recognize that the martyrdom of Servetus had
been much more dangerous to the dictatorship than had
been the Spanish scholar's life and writings.

Calvin had a sensitive ear for any sort of contradic-
tion. Careful though the Genevese were, under his
regime, to mind their p's and q's, murmurs that found
their way through keyholes and closed windows made the
dictator realize that his fellow-burghers were restraining
their wrath with difficulty. Still, the deed had been
done. God Almighty Himself could not make it un-
done. Since to escape the consequences of his actions
was impossible, the best thing for Calvin was to put a
bold front on the matter and blazon his responsibility.
Despite himself, and inconspicuously, Calvin, who had
begun with a cheerful offensive, was forced into the
defensive. Friends unanimously assured him that it
behoved him to find justifications for the "act of faith"
thanks to which Servetus had been consigned to the
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